RFA – RACKETLON FEDERATION HISTORY

The RFA - RACKETLON Federation Austria was founded in November 2003 after the 1st RACKETLON Austrian Open was held in Vienna in September. The presidents of the two foundation member clubs, Union RACKETLON Klosterneuburg and Sportunion RACKETPoint Vienna, elected the RFA - Council for a period of 3 years to November 2006:

President: Marcel Weigl 


Vice-President: Herbert Hartmann

Treasurer: Simone Seitz


Vice-Treasurer: Manfred Schmöller

Secretary: Christoph Krenn

Vice-Secretary: Michael Luef

The highlight of the RFA was definitely the organisation of the World Championships 2005. With nearly 400 players from 30 countries of all continents the WC 2005 were the biggest and most international Racketlon tournament ever held. The vice-world championship title of Team Austria proves the national development of world class players like Michael Dickert, Marcel Weigl, Christoph Krenn, Bettina Greslehner or Erich Hensel (World Champion Super Veterans +55) and also the youngsters like Christoph Csar (Vice-World Champion u21) and Roy Krawcziewicz (Vice-World Champion u16). 

The RACKETLON development in Austria is ongoing and the following current facts shall illustrate the big potential of the sport RACKETLON in all countries if a structure in the form of national federation registration is built:

1st registered RACKETLON club worldwide, Union RACKETLON Klosterneuburg

14 RACKETLON clubs in 6 Austrian counties

465 players on the Austrian rankings

Over 25 national tournaments 2005 in 5 Austrian counties

Monthly tournaments in Vienna and Salzburg

3 Austrian National Championships

University RACKETLON practice course in Vienna

Children's and Juniors practice courses and summer camps

RACKETLON tournaments for companies, i.e. Nokia

1st RACKETLON charity event to collect money for a child who lost his father

Austrian Open 2003 in Vienna, over 120 participants

World Championships 2004 in Vienna, 250 participants from 15 nations

World Championships 2005 in Vienna, 382 participants from 30 nations

Official RACKETLON World Championship Song 2005

Czech Open 2005, 110 participants from 10 nations

Support of the Czech Republic and Hungary with RACKETLON development

2 Friendly National Team matches against Hungary in Vienna and Budapest

Over 250 press articles about RACKETLON in national newspapers and Internet

TV reports on RACKETLON in Austrian national and local Television

RACKETLON presentation on the "Day of Sports" on Vienna's Hero's place together with all other Austrian sportsfederations and 250.000 visitors on 24 Sept. 2005

Participation of Austrian top racket players at RACKETLON World Championships like Jürgen Melzer (No.1 TE), Jürgen Koch (No.1 BA), Peter Zauner (No.2 BA), Simone Prutsch (No.1 BA), Andreas Fuchs (No.1 SQ), Judit Herzcig (N0.3 TT) 

Dear Players of Racketlon Worldwide,

For the first time it is my honour to address you as president of the International Federation of Racktelon – IFR. I want to thank the country representatives who elected me with 100% of their votes and gave me the trust to lead the international development of Racketlon for the next three years. I also want to congratulate former president Hans Mullamaa on the fantastic start-up job he has done, but now it is time to move on further and especially faster. I can promise all players that I will do my best to fulfil your expectations and make Racketlon an international recognised sport. Please read my visions for the next three years with the final goal, world championships 2008 in Asia. 

Marcel Weigl 

Government

The International RACKETLON Federation Government consists of the General Meetings and the Council which was elected at English Open in October 2005. At the General Meetings the 13 country representatives of the 13 International RACKETLON Federation member countries come together. The 9 Council members are elected at the General Meeting and come together at Council Meetings.

General Meetings

The voting power for the 13 member states of the IRF is currently measured by number of national players on the world ranking and a legal status of a respective national federation (NF), with each country having at least one basic vote. Countries with a legal registered federation receive one extra vote. The country representatives and the voting power are currently listed as follows: 



Belgium 
Gert Peersman 

5 votes (4+1 NF)



Sweden 
Lennart Eklundh 

4 votes



Finland 
Martti Vottonen 

4 votes (3+1NF) 



Austria

Marcel Weigl 

3 votes (2+1NF)



Canada 
Stephane Cadieux
2 votes 



England 
Stuart Foster 

2 votes 



Germany 
Irene Seifert 

2 votes



Scotland 
Phil Reid


2 votes



Czech Rep.
Svatopluk Rejthar 
2 votes (1+1NF)



Greece 

Georgios Georgoudis 2 votes (1+1NF)



Bulgaria 
Puzant Kassabian 
1 vote 



France

Nicolas Barbeau 
1 vote 



Poland

Pawel Kozlowski 
1 vote 





Total 

        31 votes 

Council

At the Annual General Meeting of the International RACKETLON Federation during the English Open in October 2005, a new president and Council were created and a working body was elected by the country representatives for the first time in RACKETLON history: 

President: 


Marcel Weigl 


AUT

Vice-president: 

Georgios Georgoudis

GRE

Other Council members:


Secretary and World Tour Officer
Michael Dickert 


AUT

Contact Officer


Stuart Foster 


ENG

Communication Officer 

Ray Jordan 


ENG

Marketing Officer


Martti Vottonen 


FIN

Ranking Officer


Phil Reid 


SCO

Treasurer


Lennart Eklundh 


SWE

Homepae Officer


Hans Mullama 


SWE

Goals

Council Structure 

President: 

Delegation, representation, control, national registrations

Vice-President:
Presidential aid, legal matters

Treasurer:

Financial matters, book keeping

Contact Officer:
Day to day communication, players’ database

Communication Officer: Build up press contacts and write press texts

Homepage Officer:
Updating with results, pictures, rankings, texts 

World Tour Officer:
Coordination of Tour, Requirements, control 

Ranking Officer:
Rankings, Seeding, Elite Draws

Marketing Officer:
Concept for global marketing, contact sponsors

International Registration

Statutes to the respective national institution for legal international registration. Open an IRF bank account in a country with the Euro currency. 

Relaunch of  www.racketlon.com 

Make better use of the homepage as best possible marketing and informational tool. Relaunch of layout and structure of the official homepage and make sure that it is always up to date with texts, results and pictures. 

Harmonisation, Improvements

Rankings, draws, seeding, class names, rules and other things needed to be improved and harmonised. Build up of databases for the national federations and also the international players through introduction of a players’ membership fee.

Member of GAISF

Help the member countries of the IRF with legal registration in their nations. The aim is for the IRF to reach 30 member countries in three continents in order to become member and be officially recognised as a world sport by GAISF – General Association of International Sports Federations.

World tour marketing

Marketing of the World Tour events as a whole and raise the elite draws to a level with regular prize money. At the same time introduce a satellite tour for new tournaments with less ranking points and prize money. 

World wide expansion 

First RACKETLON World Tour event in Asia using existing contacts with Hong Kong and China. Admission of first Asian state to the International RACKETLON Federation and building up further bands of friendship across all borders. The goal is World championships 2008 directly after the Olympic Games in China or Hong Kong. 

